Book Review: Weedflower

By: Cynthia Kadohata

Weedflower is a historical fiction novel written for young adults.  This story is presented from the viewpoint of a young Japanese American girl, Sumiko, whose life is transformed by the events of World War II.

Sumiko is an orphan who is taken in by an aunt and uncle who own a flower farm.  Sumiko’s loves flowers dearly and dreams to one day own her own flower shop.  Her life changes drastically with the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  Her family is forced to sell everything they own and move to an internment camp.  It breaks Sumiko’s heart to leave the flower farm behind. 
Once her family arrives at the internment camp they must reestablish their lives in the sub-standard conditions first in an old racetrack where old stables are now their homes and then later on an Indian Reservation.  Sumiko struggles with understanding why she and her family are being punished for being un-American when all they want to do is go home and work their flower farm.   While in the camp Sumiko befriends a Native American boy and an old Japanese American man.  Through her friendship with the Native American boy Sumiko learns that her community is not the only one to suffer from prejudice.  In fact, the Japanese and the Native American groups who share the reservation are often caught up in prejudicial feelings for each other.  Through her friendship with the old Japanese man she is able to rediscover the joy of flowers and gardening.
The author of Weedflower, Cynthia Kadohata has written both young adult and adult novels and has won several awards for her work.

I would recommend this book to anyone interested in young adult fiction that showcases a historical perspective.  This book is a great tool for teaching how differences can be complimentary rather than opposing and is unique in the fact that it does not portray the historical aspects of the story with violence or sensationalism.  Weedflower offers a unique insight into part of American history that is not often taught to young people.  
Weedflower by Cynthia Kadohata is available at the Malvern-Hot Spring County Library.

